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that he ought to remain some time longer in this post of inferiority, in order to use it as a ladder of ascent. The Queen wrote quantities of letters to different countries, and especially to Spain, but never, or hardly ever, in her own hand. One day, whilst handling all this correspondence for the Princess's signature, the private secretary slipped one in, addressed to Casimir, the Polish King..
In this letter, which from one end to the other, sang the praises of the Seigneur Brisacier, the Queen had the extreme kindness to remind the Northern Monarch of his old liaison with the respectable mother of the young mant and Her Majesty begged the Prince to solicit from the King of France, the title and rank of Duke for so excellent a subject.
King Casimir was not, as one knows, distrust and prudence personified; he walked blindfold into the trap; he wrote with his royal hand to his brother, the King of France, and asked him a brevet as Duke for young Brisacier. Our King, who did not throw duchies at people's heads, read and re-read the strange missive with astonishment and suspicion. He wrote in his turn to the